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Everyone is

Different. 

Everyone

Belongs.

This hand means that the event 

was funded by the Friends of Haggerty, Inc.

December 21

On Friday, December 14, we celebrated Peace Day with our annual Peace 
Concert. We had an incredible turnout from families and the community, even 
some former Haggerty teachers and staff! The third graders opened the concert 
with "Welcome Here" and an instrumental accompaniment to "Trepak" from The 
Nutcracker. First graders sang "Sing of Peace" in a round and accompanied 
"Prayer for Peace" with sign language. Kindergarteners started with a chant called 
"Five Little Snowmen" and then sang "When I Was One" and "Shoo, Turkey." Two 
Direction, the 5th grade chorus, sang Benjamin Britten's "Oliver Cromwell," a 
piece in Hebrew, "Al Shlosha d'Varim," and a complicated round called "A 
Question of Tempo." Fourth graders sang the well-known gospel song "Down by 
the Riverside" and did a movement piece to the mariachi song "Los Machetes." 
Second graders sang "Rocky Mountain" in unison and then in a canon, followed 
by the spirited "Mama Don't Allow." Haggerty Chorus (grades 3-5) wrapped up 
our concert with the rounds "Jubilate Deo" and the Hungarian folk song "If You 
Dance." The final song was "Peace on Earth...and Lots of Little Crickets," 
accompanied by cricket clickers, guiros, rainstick, egg shaker, and djembe.

A big thank you to Ms. Irvin-Kent for her musical leadership!  Also thank 
you to Ms. Leed, who helped coordinate decorations, FOH for hosting the 
parent coffee, and everyone for attending! What incredible support you 
showed our students at the Haggerty School!



Haggerty 3rd-5th Grade Chorus Open to New Members!

Haggerty Chorus is open to new members starting in January! Our first rehearsal for the next 
season will be Friday, January 4 at 7:30 a.m. in the music room. If you are in grades 3-5 and 
interested in joining, please pick up a permission slip from Lissa or Ms. Irvin-Kent. Those who are 
already in Haggerty Chorus do NOT need to fill out a new permission slip - just show up on 
January 4! Looking forward to it!
Ms. Irvin-Kent

Shelley Irvin-Kent
K-5 Music Teacher
Cambridge Public School District
Haggerty School (M, W, R, F) 617.349.6555 x111
Tobin School (T) 617.349.6600
sirvinkent@cpsd.us

2.

Library Corner from Ms. Novogrodsky

Thank you F.O.H.!  The third and fourth graders enjoyed a visit with local author, Erik P. Kraft.  Kraft is the 
author of the picture book Chocolatina and the Lenny & Mel series. Kraft reminded us of the importance of 
doodles, inventive spelling  and childhood stories. We now have a waiting list for his books!

Another huge “Thank You” to F.O.H. for funds for new books. With F.O.H. book funds I am able to replace 
lost and damaged books and buy new releases in all genres.  The Haggerty students keep me busy trying 
to find just the right book to quench their book thirst or just the right book to get them excited about 
reading.  As you can see from the photos, there is nothing like being the first person to open a new book. 

Kindergarten classes have been reading about animals preparing for winter.  Our favorite book was 
Frederick by Leo Lionni.  Samples of our own Fredericks.

A committed group of fifth grade girls has been coming to the library every 
Friday since October to write and practice puppet shows.  This past Friday 
was the big day!  The audience was made up of our kindergarteners. They 
were mesmerized by the magic of puppet shows.  We’re all looking forward 
to more creative puppetry.

Remember to read our library website.  

Happy Reading!  Sarah Novogrodsky

mailto:sirvinkent@cpsd.us
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3.Check out SCIENCE FRIDAYS in Room 210  !!!

Room 210 is Moving Science to Fridays 
We’ve made a decision to move our Science lessons to Fridays. We’ve found that we 
just don’t have enough time after lunch to fit in all of the great Science lessons.  We 
are instead going to have between 90-120 minutes of Science in a large time block on 
Fridays.  We tried it out last week and we all all loved it.  We enjoyed about 90 
minutes of Science last week; plenty of time to read about soils, to explore three 
kinds of different soil, to add water to soil and to write about our soil observations. 
We also had time to discuss and think about lots of things we already know related to 
soil.  The most popular lesson was the earthworm exploration!  We’ll keep  you posted 
about how the new schedule is working. We hope to find that we have more time to 
truly enjoy and learn about the wonderful world of Science and for now:  Soils. 

Kindergarten Registration is happening now!

Is one of your children getting ready to go to Kindergarten? If your child will turn 4 by March 31, 2013 
they can register for Kindergarten!  Please contact Lissa Galluccio, the Family Liaison for more details, 

617-349-6555 x208.

 If one of your older children currently attends the Haggerty School, you can register your incoming 
Kindergartener for the Cambridge Public Schools here at Haggerty with Lissa until Jan. 11th.   

If you have not already done so, please contact Lissa as soon as possible.

3.

Shopping this Holiday?

Head to one of our local StellaBella Toy Stores and the 

Haggerty School will get 10% back on your merchandise 

total!  Just mention the “Haggerty School” at the time of 

check out, at any of StellaBella’s local locations (Cambridge: 1360 

Cambridge St. or Somerville: Davis Square, 196 Elm St.).  Shop any time 

between now and Christmas.  Thanks for  your help!



3.Haggerty Drama Club Hits the STAGE!

On Tuesday, December 18th, our very own Haggerty Drama club performed their 
annual Improv Night.  Nineteen students, in grades 3 - 5, performed skits that 

included self-written ones and the traditional Bus Stop.  The audience was kept laughing!  Big 
thanks to Ashley Warlick and Kerri Favreau for their leadership of this club!  Well done to all!

/

4.

http://www.google.com/#


3.

General information about Haggerty’s Monthly Assemblies 

The purpose of our assemblies is to celebrate the hard work our students have been working on.  
It’s an opportunity to mindfully keep the students at the center of our work and celebrate the 
students’ accomplishments.  Our fifth graders host these assemblies after writing a script with 
Nancy.  We have other fifth graders who are the “tech crew”.  These students record the 
assembly with a flip camera or run the technology (document camera, projector, sound, etc).

All students and classrooms have the opportunity to share some of their work.  Work shared at 
an assembly ranges from poems, to memoirs, to famous presidential speeches, to songs, to multi-
media presentations….  The focus is for students to share what they are learning with the larger 
community.  Similar to the sharing that takes place in each classroom’s morning meeting, this is 
an opportunity for an All School Meeting with all of the classrooms represented.

Every assembly has the same general outline:
 Piano music is playing as students enter (Thanks Ms. Irvin-Kent)
 Hosts introduce themselves and greet the audience
 Everyone stands for the Pledge of Allegiance, and then remains standing for a song lead 

by Ms. Irvin-Kent
 5 – 8 student(s)/class sharings’ from different grade levels
 The meeting ends with a closing where the audience is thanked

It is a great opportunity for the faculty and students to have this time together, with all of the 
students’ hard work and accomplishments at the center of our work for teachers and students to 
celebrate.  It is a monthly opportunity for all of our students to learn how to be a member of an 
audience, and perhaps take a risk and share at a future assembly.  Our preference is to keep 
the assemblies limited to the students and staff in the building.  If you would like to see your 
child at an assembly, you may surely come and stand in the back of the gym, or watch the 
digital version afterward.  

Thanks for your understanding! 
Nancy 

5.

Haggerty School Policy Regarding Cell Phones

Haggerty students may not have mobile phones on their person during the school day.  If parents insist that 
their child carry a mobile phone, it must be stored in the the student's backpack in the classroom cubby for 
the duration of the school day, and it must be completely powered off.  If mobile phones are being used in 
any way, or if they ring or vibrate audibly during the school day, the following consequences will be imposed:

First Offense: Student will be reminded of where the phone is to be kept.
Second Offense: Classroom teacher will confiscate the phone and it will be returned at the end of the 
day.
Third Offense: The phone will be turned in to Sue Mapel, School Administration Manager, and a parent 
or guardian must come and pick it up.

This policy also applies to iPods, iPhones and other mobile electronics.  The school is not responsible for phones or 
other electronics that are lost or stolen during the school day.



coming up @

Haggerty in

January
No School
Dec. 24 - Jan. 2nd
Winter Break

PTO/Arts Council Meeting
Tuesday, 
January 8th
8:00 to 9:00 AM
Conference Room

Spaghetti Night
January 17th
5:30 PM
More Details to 
come

School Advisory Council
Wednesday,
January 23rd
6:30 PM 
All are welcome!

 

Suggestions, Stories, or Photos ?
Lissa Galluccio, Family Liaison

Parent of Nate (grade 3) and Louie (grade 5)
Send newsletter submissions to:
haggertynewsletter@gmail.com

     Want to help produce this newsletter?  Have any graphic skills, writing skills, or just want to help?  Please let me 

know.  It is a great way to be up on all the wonderful events and happenings at our school. 

Have a great Winter 

Break!

See you in 2013!

6.

Has your child grown out of their warm coat or boots?
Do you need some?

If you have any gently used winter coats or boots, 
please donate them to us and we will try to pass them along to 

fellow classmates. There are collection boxes in the main lobby. If 
your child needs a warm coat or boots, please let me know.

Thanks so much for your help!
Lissa, Family Liaison
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