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Everyone

Belongs.

This hand means that the event 

was funded by the Friends of Haggerty, Inc.

January 15

The Story Pirates Visit Haggerty!

The Story Pirates take Center Stage!

On Friday, January 11th, the Story Pirates visited for a school-wide assembly. 

The Story Pirates are a nationally respected education and media organization 

that celebrate the words and ideas of young people.  In their first visit, the Story 

Pirates solicited ideas from the whole student body, called the “Idea Storm.”  

From these ideas, the pirates crafted an entertaining theatrical performance.  It 

was a taste of what the Story Pirates will do with a handful of our students stories 

when they return for their second visit in April.  Between now and February our 

students have been asked to pen some creative stories.  Every story will be sent 

to the Story Pirates and one story per grade will come to life on stage in April.  It 

should be a fabulously creative show!

Stay tuned for more from the Story Pirates!



SAVE THOSE BOOKS
The first week in  May we will have our annual Used Book Sale.  If you are doing a little 
early Spring Cleaning, please put your used books aside to donate to our sale.  If you 
need to get them out of your house before May, please contact Lissa.  We accept both 

children’s and adult books for this sale.

Thanks for your help with this fun annual fundraiser for Friends of Haggerty!

Thanks!

2.

Library Corner from Ms. Novogrodsky

My first library card puts a smile on my face!

Before vacation, first and second graders had a Skype visit with Margaret Willey, author of the Clever 
Beatrice books.  Despite some difficulties sharing images via Skype, students and teachers enjoyed 
hearing about Willey’s inspirations for writing French-Canadian folklore. 

Remember to read our 
library website. !

Happy Reading!  Sarah Novogrodsky



3.4th Graders make their annual trek to MIT to make Flashlights

Each of our 4th grade classrooms went to MIT this past week to continue their study of electricity 
and to make their own flashlights.  This field trip, and curriculum, is an annual event for our 4th 
graders.  During their visit they examined store bought flashlights, and even took them apart to see 
how they work! While examining their mechanisms, they focused on the parts of the flashlight 
circuit that allow it to work, including the wires, battery, battery clip, LED and resistor. They were 
then given the elements and the tools to make their own. Everyone learned so much about this simple 
machine and they came home with their very own, self-made flashlight!

3.

BRRR! "It’s Cold Outside!

Well, it appears the cold weather is finally upon us. !As much as possible, we try to still hold outdoor 
recess so the children can get fresh air and run around. !Please be sure that your children are dressed 
properly for the cold weather, otherwise they will not be allowed to go outside for recess. !Coats, hats, 
and mittens are so very important during these next few cold months! !Thank you for cooperation.

Sue Mapel
School Administration Manager

Safety Reminders:

It is important to remember a few safety issue protocols.  

* If you come to visit during the school day, please sign in and out at the Main Office, and put on a 

Visitor Name Tag.  Even parents should follow this protocol.

* Any propped doors will be closed after 2:05 PM.  Sorry for the inconvenience.

* The front door will be locked at 8:00 AM and any student arriving after this time will be marked tardy.

* Your students can only be released to an adult who is written on your emergency card or who has your 

permission to pick up your child.  Teachers will begin to ask for identification if they do not know this 

person.  No one else will be allowed to pick up your child.  

 If you have questions or concerns about safety at the Haggerty ask Nancy or Sue or

your child’s teacher. Thanks for your help! 



3.5th Graders Friday Night Fun!

On Friday, January 11th, our 5th grade students joined together with 5th graders from Graham 
& Parks and Tobin for a fun Friday night!  We had 56 fifth graders in total at the West 
Cambridge Youth Center, enjoying pizza and fun interactive games run by volunteers trained in 
Project Joy.  The fifth graders from these three schools will come together at the Vassal Lane 
Upper School, and this was the first of three social events planned to help foster social 
connections and friendships.  The last two nights will be March 8 and May 10th.

We thank all the parents and Project Joy volunteers who made this night so fun and engaging.  
Each of our three nights will have new activities and themes-- so 5th graders please mark your 
calendars.  

4.

Technology Corner from Kevin McGonegal

Here’s an excerpt from a wonderful article from one of my favorite websites for parents, “Common Sense 
Media.”  I thought it might be helpful in the wake of the holidays, when many of our students likely received 
new computers, smartphones, tablets, iPods, and other gadgets that have given them new access to 
networked media.

Here is the link to the whole article:
http://tinyurl.com/a777rvq

How to give your kids a healthy media diet

With so many new programs and technology coming out all the time -- many of which are aimed at kids -- 
it's hard to tell what's good, what's age-appropriate, and what has the "nutritional value" to entertain -- and 
hopefully educate -- your kids.

But by keeping three simple rules in mind, you can help serve your kids a healthy media diet. Here's how:

Use media together. Whenever you can, watch, play, and listen with your kids. Talk about the content. 
When you can't be there, ask them about the media they've used. Help kids question and analyze media 
messages. Share your own values. Let them know how you feel about solving problems with violence, 
stereotyping people, selling products using sex or cartoon characters, or advertising to kids in schools or 
movie theaters. Help kids connect what they learn in the media to events and other activities in which 
they're involved -- like playing sports and creating art -- in order to broaden their understanding of the 
world.

Be a role model. When kids are around, set an example by using media the way you want them to use it. 
Don't bring your phone to the dinner table, and turn the television off when it's not actively being watched. 
Record shows that may be inappropriate for your kids to watch -- even the news -- and watch them later, 
when kids aren't around.

Keep an eye on the clock. Keep an eye on how long kids spend online, in front of the television, watching 
movies, playing video games. The secret to healthy media use is to establish time limits and stick to them -- 
before your kids turn on and tune in.

http://tinyurl.com/a777rvq
http://tinyurl.com/a777rvq


coming up @

Haggerty in

January
Spaghetti Night
January 17th
5:30 to 7 PM
$5 per person/

$20 per family

No School
Monday, Jan. 21st.
Observance of 
Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s Birthday

School Advisory 
Council
Wednesday,
January 23rd
6:30 PM 
All are welcome! 

Childcare available!

5th Graders go to 
Farm School
Monday, Feb. 11 to 
Wednesday, Feb. 
13th

Athol, MA

February Vacation
Monday, Feb. 18 to 
Friday Feb. 22nd. 
Return to School 

Monday, Feb. 25

Suggestions, Stories, or Photos ?
Lissa Galluccio, Family Liaison

Parent of Nate (grade 3) and Louie (grade 5)
Send newsletter submissions to:
haggertynewsletter@gmail.com

     Want to help produce this newsletter?  Have any graphic skills, writing skills, or just want to help?  Please let me 

know.  It is a great way to be up on all the wonderful events and happenings at our school. 

Community Events

******************************************

3rd Annual Cambridge MLK Day of Service 

on January 21, 2013. 

2 - 5 PM in Central Square.

Many hands make light work.

more info at http://www.manyhelpinghands365.org

5.

The Flu
These simple actions can protect you from getting the flu and help stop the 
spread of germs.

Get a flu shot every year.
A flu shot is the best way to protect yourself against seasonal flu. You should get 
a flu shot every fall because the viruses that cause the flu change every year. It is 
not too late!

Wash your hands often.
Wash your hands often. Use soap and rub your hands together for 20 seconds.
Alcohol-based gels and wipes also work well.

Cover your cough or sneeze.
Cough or sneeze into the inside of your arm, not your hands. This may prevent 
those around you from getting sick.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth.
Germs are often spread when a person touches something contaminated with
germs and then touches his or her eyes, nose, or mouth.

Wipe down door handles, water faucets, and phones.
Use an all-purpose cleaner to wipe down door and refrigerator handles, phones,
water faucets, computer keyboards, and other household items that are
frequently touched by family members.

Stay home when you are sick.
If possible, stay home from work, school and errands when you are sick.  You will 
help prevent other from catching your illness. distance from others to 

Other good habits, such as getting plenty of sleep, engaging in 
physical activity, managing stress, drinking water, and eating good food will help 
you stay healthy this winter and all year.

CAMBRIDGE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT
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