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Kindergarteners Go Apple Picking!
On Tuesday, October 2, the kindergarteners 
went apple picking at 300-year-old Smolak 
Farm in North Andover.  The children enjoyed 
a hayride to the orchards, helping the driver 
Mo start the tractor by shouting “Go Mo Go!”  
After picking enough apples to fill their bags, 
the children (and grown ups) were treated to 
what many agreed was the best part, apple 
cider donuts!  The children then played on the 
farm’s playground, and visited the farm 
animals (which included myotonic* goats!).  A 
fun day for the children, teachers, and 
chaperones!

* A myotonic, or fainting, goat’s muscles 
freeze for roughly 10 seconds when the 
goat feels scared.
(Thanks to Catherine Bohn for contributing 
the write-up of this trip.)
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Kindergarten Apple Picking Photos (continued) 2.

That was exhausting!

Haggerty Library News

The fourth and fifth grade readers are off and reading the Massachuetts Children’s Book Award books for 2013 (MCBA -click for 
link to titles).  In order to vote in early March, students need to have read at least five of the 25 titles. We have an early January 
Skype visit planned with Margi Preus, author of Heart of a Samurai, as well as an early May visit with Kathryn Erskine, author of 
Mockingbird.  We are also preparing to record book reviews of the MCBA titles to post on the library website.  We'll let you know 
when to look for them.  

This year, fifth graders are participating in Letters About Literature, a national competition. In Massachusetts the letters are read 
and judged by the Center for the Book at Simmons College.  The letters written to authors, poets, or the writer of an inspiring 
speech, are not fan letters, but rather letters about the experience of moving between the text and personal connections. Students 
will select authors by the end of October, have a rough draft written by Thanksgiving and send off final copies by January 11th.  
We'll be collaborating with Mr. McGonegal and the use of Google Docs on the writing and editing of the letters.

I’m enjoying my mornings with the kindergarteners in the library.  We begin with the “Library Song” and a greeting from Baby 
Dino, the puppet.  In between enjoying stories together, we chant a nursery rhyme or poem.  The children are learning how the 
books are organized in the picture book area and how to look for a book using the author’s last name. Once a week your 
kindergartener borrows a book to read in the classroom.  

Since September the Kindergarteners and I have read the following books, which you may want to revisit at the public library. 

Rattletrap Car by Phyllis Root
Neville
My Friend Rabbit
Move Over Rover
Drat That Fat Cat
Several books by Jez Alborough, Valerie Gorbachev and Candace Fleming
King Bidgood’s in the Bathtub
Grumpy Bird

Dog Who Cried Wolf
Mighty One
Muncha,  Muncha,  Muncha
Tippy, Tippy, Hide
The Apple Doll by Elise Kleven

Sarah T. Novogradsky, Haggerty School Librarian

http://www.salemstate.edu/assets/documents/ACA_sohs/2012-_2013_Master_List.pdf
http://www.salemstate.edu/assets/documents/ACA_sohs/2012-_2013_Master_List.pdf
http://www.margipreus.com/margipreus.com/Margi_Preus_-_Books.html
http://www.margipreus.com/margipreus.com/Margi_Preus_-_Books.html
http://www.kathyerskine.com/Kathryn_Erskine/Home.html
http://www.kathyerskine.com/Kathryn_Erskine/Home.html
http://lettersaboutliterature.org/
http://lettersaboutliterature.org/


3.

Report From the Haggerty CitySprouts Garden from Kellyn Shoecraft, our Garden Coordinator

Our season is well underway, and it seems that the Indian summer days may be officially behind us.  Our garden is full of items to 
explore, and I encourage you to utilize the space this month.  In just a few short weeks we will start pulling up plants and putting 
the garden to rest.

LESSONS IN THE GARDEN

Linda Yeh's 1st grade class also came to the garden for their introductory tour.  After reviewing the garden rules, students visited 
the herb bed, vegetable beds, and the sensory garden.  Students taste tested apples (compared red to green), beans, tomatoes 
and cucumbers.  Lastly, students compared fresh bean pods to dried bean pods.  They had a chance to open both pods and 
observe how the bean seeds differed.

Ashley Warlick/Kerri Favreau & Chi Kuo/Olivia Vavroch 3rd grade classes both came to the garden to do a habitat investigation.  
Students dug and compared the organisms found in two different habitats - the compost bin and the garden beds/paths.  Students 
used an insect identification chart to ID the insects they found and kept a tally to compare the diversity and quantity of organisms 
found in the two habitats.

Jolene O'Brien & Jessica Karwowski's 5th grade classes continued their plant parts unit.  Last week students dissected bean seeds to 
observe seed parts (e.g., seed coat, cotyledon, embryo, etc.), and they uprooted bean plants to observe secondary and primary 
roots.

UPCOMING TASKS/EVENTS/NEWS 

1.  The annual City Sprouts Festival will be held on Sunday, October 14th from 12-3pm at the Kennedy-Longfellow school in East 
Cambridge.  The festival is free and family-oriented and features live music, cooking, crafts, and eating!  Please encourage your 
students and their families to attend!  Informational flyers are located on the indoor and outdoor CitySprouts bulletin boards.

2.  An exciting news update - three recent Haggerty alumni (Jemima, Kamron and Duncan) 
came with me to the CCTV studio in Central Square last Friday to film a TV spot for 
CitySprouts.  The clip includes information about 
CitySprouts, the summer internship program, and gave a 
little cooking demonstration.  Here is a link to the TV spot 
on CCTV's website.    

Take care,
Kellyn Shoecraft | Garden Coordinator
CitySprouts
678 Massachusetts Avenue | Cambridge, MA 02139
(p) 617.876.2436 | (e) kshoecraft@citysprouts.org
www.citysprouts.org

The Haggerty Art Program 
How YOU can help…..

The Haggerty Art program is always in need of materials. Below are some of the items we will happily 
take off your hands! Please leave any donations in the art room on top of the shelving units by the 
classroom door. 

*Newspaper
*Brown paper grocery bags with handles 
*Plastic yogurt or margarine cups with or with lids 
(No Yoplait please, not stackable)
*Plastic bottle caps
*cardboard TP or papertowel rolls 
*Plastic take-out containers
*Magazines
*Disposable chopsticks 
*Oatmeal Containers

Thanks for your help and support!!

Robin Leed
Art Teacher 
Haggerty School (T, W, F) 
617.349.6555 x110
Rleed@cpsd.us

http://www.cctvcambridge.org/citysprouts
http://www.cctvcambridge.org/citysprouts
mailto:kshoecraft@citysprouts.org
mailto:kshoecraft@citysprouts.org
http://www.citysprouts.org/
http://www.citysprouts.org/
mailto:Rleed@cpsd.us
mailto:Rleed@cpsd.us


coming up @

Haggerty in

October

Early  Release Day
Wednesday, 
October 17, 2012
Dismissal at 11:55 AM

Kindergarten 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences
Wednesday,
October 17, 2012

International Potluck
Thursday,
October 18, 2012
5:30 to 7:00 PM
Gymnasium & Cafeteria

Haggerty School 
Advisory Council 
Meeting
Wednesday,
October 24, 2012
6:30 to 7:30 PM

No School
Eid al-Adha
Friday,
October 26, 2012

Suggestions, Stories, or Photos ?
Lissa Galluccio, Family Liaison

Parent of Nate (grade 3) and Louie (grade 5)
Send newsletter submissions to:
haggertynewsletter@gmail.com

     Want to help produce this newsletter?  Have any graphic skills, writing skills, or just want to help?  Please let me 

know.  It is a great way to be up on all the wonderful events and happenings at our school. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Center for Families Fundraiser
Have you ever participated in programs or events at the Center for Families in 
Cambridge?  If so, or even if not, you may be interested in this event…save the date!  

Friends of the Center for Families will be having our first fundraising event on Tuesday, 
November 13th starting at 5:00 p.m. at Flatbread Pizza/Sacco’s Bown Haven in Davis 
Square.  We are a fully incorporated, non-profit organization whose mission is to 
support the fabulous work of the Center for Families in Cambridge by sponsoring 
fundraising events.  

Drop in any time after 5:00 PM to meet up with old and new friends, have some pizza, 
participate in a raffle, do a craft activity, and have fun!  ALL proceeds, including a 
portion of proceeds from all pizza sold between 5:00 PM and closing, will be used to 
support programs and services of the Center for Families.  Please join us to help make 
our first fundraiser a huge success!  See you on November 13th!

Questions?  friendsofthecenterforfamilies@gmail.com 
Visit us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-the-
Center-for-Families/219299338160578?ref=ts or follow us on Twitter 
@FCFFCambridge. 

  What?! When?!
     Did you know you can look online at the Haggerty School Calendar of 

Events, go to www.cpsd.us/haggerty and click on our Calendar Link. 

4.

Haggerty School News:  What is a Robo-Call?

A robo-call is an automated phone call that is activated by our attendance 

system to a family’s phone.  Each student’s attendance is electronically 

recorded every morning by the classroom teacher.  If your child is absent and 

we have not received a call, your child will be marked unexcused and a robo-

call will go out to the number you provided the district.  Please call the main 

office (617-349-6555) to report that your child will be late or absent.  Please 

make these calls as soon as possible, preferably by 7:40 AM. This is especially 

important if you child rides the bus, so we can be sure they are safely 

accounted for. If you know in advance your child will be tardy, 

you can also send in a note to the classroom teacher the day 

before.  Thank you for your cooperation!

mailto:haggertynewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:haggertynewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofthecenterforfamilies@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofthecenterforfamilies@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-the-Center-for-Families/219299338160578?ref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-the-Center-for-Families/219299338160578?ref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-the-Center-for-Families/219299338160578?ref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-the-Center-for-Families/219299338160578?ref=ts
http://www.cpsd.us/haggerty
http://www.cpsd.us/haggerty

